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chamber and, being placed in a red silk san^ is swung as
though in a hammock above the reddened patch on the floor.
The four corners of the sari are held by the four nearest
relatives of the child, its own brothers and sisters, if there be
any, being given the preference ; as the children swing the
hammock, they sing, and at the strategic moment the ubi-
quitous aunt pronounces the name. The song runs (in
GujaratI) :

Oli jholT pipala pana,

Phoic padyiuii [Kama] niima.1

It is easy to give the name when it has been decided on,
the difficulty occurs earlier in the choice of the name, for in
India a name is a momentous thing, and it can only be chosen
after many things have been taken into consideration, and
still more avoided. The letters of the Gujarat! alphabet are
under the influence of the constellations, but, as there are fifty-*
two letters in the alphabet and only twenty-seven constellations,
each constellation has more than one letter under its sway,
some indeed have three. The first letter of the child's name
must begin with one of the letters that belong to the constel*
latioh under which it was born ; thus, if the child was born
under the Zodiacal sign of the crab, which owns both the
letters H and D, the initial of his first name must be one -of
the two, and the priest will tell the paternal aunt which
initial to choose. But even when the initial is decided on,
there is still a great deal of thought to be given to the name :
it must not be that by which any dead relative was called,
neither may it be the same as the child's father or grandfather,
but, at least in the case of Brahmans, it should contain the
appellation of some god, and end either in Rama, ^aftkara,
Raya, or Lala,

In addition to this aunt-given name, the father's name is
used as a sort of hyphened name, and then there is the family
name; the next generation will keep the family name

1 Cradle and^f^/rt tree and leaves of the same
Aunt has chosen [Rama] as baby's name*